
A Jewish-Polish writer, educator and doctor, 

Janusz Korczak (real name – Henryk Goldszmit) 

was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1878. He received 

his medical degree from the Warsaw University and 

practiced as a pediatrician. From 1911 he worked as 

a director of the Jewish orphanage; from 1919 he 

worked also at the Polish orphanage. From that 

time his life became inextricably connected with the 

theory and practice of education. A pedagogue and 

psychologist by vocation, Korczak was a pioneer in 

bringing up the issue of children’s rights. Day by day, 

year after year, Korczak shared his life with children. 

This experience became the base of his book How 

to Love a Child. Korczak lectured at the Institute for 

special Education. He was a counselor in a court that 

handled juvenile cases. He initiated a newspaper for 

children written by children, he also broadcasted a 

popular program about children, and his story, King 

Matt the First, was translated into many languages. 

During the Nazi occupation of Poland, Korczak 

and his orphanage were confined to the Warsaw 

ghetto. He fought desperately for the lives of the 

children. His Ghetto Diary, is one of the most known 

testimonies of the Holocaust. The final notes in the 

Ghetto Diary were made on the 4th of August 1942. 

The next day, Korczak and his 200 pupils were 

deported to the Nazi death camp of Treblinka, where 

they all perished. Korczak was offered a reprieve 

from boarding the train for Treblinka, but refused 

to leave the children. Korczak’s commitment to the 

children has become a legend that is an inspiration 

and a model, for acts based on moral values.

The International Janusz Korczak Movement was 

founded in 1978. This date was declared by UNESCO 

as The Year of Janusz Korczak in commemoration of 

the 100th anniversary of his birth. The International 

Movement was established by the former Korczak 

pupils and recognized by professionals in the field 

of education, child psychology and social work. 

Korczak’s name became a link between nations. 

The Korczak national societies are now working in 

about 30 countries (Poland, Israel, Germany, Japan, 

France, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Russia, Brazil, 

Austria, Sweden, Australia, USA, etc). Their activities 

are coordinated by the International Janusz Korczak 

Association. Among the members of the Association 

are educators, psychologists, pediatricians, lawyers, 

social workers, writers, journalists, translators, 

philosophers and others – whoever works for the 

good of child. 

The International Association fosters the 

recognition of Korczak’s ideas, publishes his works, 

organizes conferences and seminars dedicated 

to children’s problems. It renders art contests for 

children, literary competitions of books for children 

and about children. It also disseminates knowledge 

about the Holocaust. The latest accomplishments 

of the national societies are outlined in 

newsletters. Korczakianium – The Janusz Korczak 

Documentation and Research Center and The 

Korczak’s Archives are stationed in Warsaw, Poland 

and at The Ghetto Fighters’ House Museum in Israel.
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The Janusz Korczak  
Association of Canada

The Janusz Korczak Association of Canada was 

founded in 2002. The objectives of the Association 

are as follows:

• To foster the recognition of Janusz Korczak’s 

life and work

• To familiarize Canadians with his 

heroismduring World War II, and his staunch 

defense of children’s rights

• To disseminate Korczak’s pedagogical ideas 

as well as their effect on children’s education

Selected Recent  
and Current Projects

• Publishing books: 

• Olga Medvedeva-Nathoo, May Their Lives 

Be Easier… about Janusz Korczak and his 

ward Leon Gluzman

• Olga Medevedeva-Nathoo and Galina 

Sanaeva, Janusz Korczak: A Bibliography. 

English Sources 1939-2012, 2012.

• Lea Lipiner, Taking Root: My life as a 

child of Janusz Korczak – the father 

of children’s rights – The biography of 

Shlomo Nadel, 2015.

• Unveiling bas-relief of Janusz Korczak at the 

Department of Education at the University of 

British Columbia

• Organizing a conference ‘Janusz Korczak: his 

Legacy and Children’s Rights’ in co-operation 

of the Faculty of Education, UBC

• Organizing the ‘How to Love a Child’ the 

Janusz Korczak Lecture Series 2015 -16, in co-

operation of the Faculty of Education, UBC 

Funding a Janusz Korczak Scholarship for a 

graduate student in the Faculty of Education, UBC, 

whose research is focused on children’s rights.

Books about  
Janusz Korczak

Betty Jean Lifton. King of Children: A Biography of 

Janusz Korczak. New York, 2006

Mark Bernheim. Father of the Orphans.  

New York, 1989

Joanna Olczak-Ronikier. Korczak. Próba biografii. 

Warszawa, 2011. In Polish

Olga Medvedeva-Nathoo, May Their Lot Be 

Lighter... Of Janusz Korczak and His Pupil, 2012. 

(Available on Amazon.ca)

Olga Medevedeva-Nathoo and Galina Sanaeva, 

Janusz Korczak: A Bibliography. English Sources 

1939-2012, 2012. (Available on Amazon.ca)

Lea Lipiner, Taking Root: My life as a child of Janusz 

Korczak – the father of children’s rights – The 

biography of Shlomo Nadel, 2015. (Contact the 

Association.)

Contact information:

The Janusz Korczak Association of Canada

6216 Logan Lane

Vancouver BC, V6T 2K9

Tel.: 604 264 9990

E-mail:

canadian.association@januszkorczak.ca
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